	Tarahill Cairn Terriers

	Puppy Questionnaire

	

	Please complete the following questionnaire. I appreciate that this will take some time and hope you will answer each question thoughtfully and as fully as you can.  Please note that there is not necessarily a right or wrong answer to questions.  Your answers will help frame our future discussions about a puppy and puppy care and will help me determine the most appropriate puppy for you and your family.   They will also help me to provide you support in preparing to receive your puppy and in caring for him or her over the long term.   Depending on your response to previous questions, some questions may seem a bit redundant – if you have already answered the question in a previous response please feel free to reference that question.  If you prefer to hand write answers, please make sure the writing is legible and number each answer with the corresponding question number.  Questionnaires can be returned by mail, e mail  or fax (please contact me for number). I recommend you keep a copy in case of delivery failure. If you would like to attach pictures please feel free to do so

	

	

	· Name:                                                       e mail address: 
· Address: 
· Phone:   Home:                                       Work:                                     Cell: 

	· Referred by: 

	· Type of dwelling:      ☐house     ☐townhouse  ☐condo      ☐apartment      ☐mobile home 

	· Type of property: please describe size, landscaping, fencing, proximity to major roads, proximity to neighbours and any other significant features.  If you are in an apartment, condo or townhouse, please describe your access to green space, potty areas.

	· If renting, have you received permission to have this puppy?  ☐yes  ☐no
· Contact information for landlord: 

	· Name, address and phone number of your veterinarian:

	· Please list two references familiar with your experiences with animal care if possible. Provide contact information (e mail / phone)

	

	Do I have your permission to contact any of the above individuals?  Yes   No    

	

	

Signature: ____________________________  Date: _____________ (in the case of electronically submitted documents, your typed legal name represents your signature).

	

	

	1. Please list all family members living in the household or who spend significant amounts of time in the home (names, ages, interests). 

	2. Who will be the primary care giver?   

	3. To what extent will other family members participate in care / training / exercise?

	4. Where will the puppy be kept during the night?

	5. Where will the puppy be kept during the day? 

	6. a) Who is at home during the day?   
b)  If the primary caregiver is not home during the day, what will be your arrangements regarding feeding and exercising the puppy during the day?
c) How many hours on average will the puppy be left alone during work days?

	7. What are your plans for the first 2-3 weeks after your bring your puppy home?

	8. Please describe your past experiences with dog ownership. (List dogs (including breed) previously owned, how long you had them, activities, circumstances of death or rehoming / surrender, any behaviour issues you encountered etc.)

	9. Have you ever returned a pet to the breeder? If so, what were the circumstances?

	10. Have you ever given a pet away? If so, what were the circumstances?

	11. Have you ever taken a pet to a pound or shelter? If so, what were the circumstances?

	12. Please describe any other animals currently in the household (or planned for in the near future):   species, age, any activities you do with them, indoor or outdoor animals.

	13. Does anyone in your household have allergies to animals?  Please describe.

	14. Do you have a strong preference for a male of female puppy?  If so, why?

	15. Have you considered an older dog instead of a puppy?

	16. What made you select a Cairn terrier?

	17. What characteristics of Cairn terriers appeal to you?

	18. What characteristics of Cairn terriers do you anticipate may not be so appealing?

	19. a) What is your expectation of the activity level of Cairn terriers?
b)  How will you meet these needs?

	20. What is your expectation of the grooming requirements of Cairn terriers?

	21. What is your expectations of a Cairn Terrier with respect to off leash activities?

	22.  a) How many hours a day will the puppy be kept outside?
b) How will you ensure your pup’s safety while outdoors?
c) Please describe your fencing – Type? Proximity to ground?  Gaps?
d) How will you ensure your puppy does not dig underneath fencing?

	23. Please describe your approach to housebreaking.

	24. What leisure activities does your family enjoy?

	25. How much travel does your family undertake per year on average?

	26. What are your plans for dog care during travel?

	27. a) Are you interested in showing the dog in the conformation ring? 
b) If you are not interested in showing the dog yourself, would you be willing to have the dog shown?  

	28. Have you ever been involved in the following activities?

	a. showing dogs

	b. canine performance sports (for fun or competition)

	c. breeding

	d. puppy classes

	e. advanced training classes

	29. Are you interested in performance events such as obedience, agility, barn hunting, herding, chase ability, rally obedience, scent detection, etc.?  

	30. What have you budgeted for puppy expenses for the first year?
a. $____________

	31. a) What type of dog food to you plan to use for your puppy?
       b) What are you prepared to spend on a monthly basis for dog food?  $_________

	32. Have you had any experience with crating?  What are your thoughts on crating?

	33. What are your plans for spaying / neutering?

	34. What are your plans for puppy classes?

	35. a) If you have ever trained a dog in the past, please describe your general approach to training.
b) Describe with as much precision as possible how you would train a dog to sit or down.
c) Describe with as much precision as possible how you deal with undesirable behaviours such as chewing on a couch or jumping on people 

	36. a) What are your plans for grooming?  
b) Are you interested in learning how to groom your puppy?

	37. Are you currently on any other puppy wait lists?

	




	Thank you!

	Please return to:  karen@tarahillcairns.com 

	Fax to 403-995-5659

	Mail to:  Karen McClean Site 7, Box 35, RR#1 Okotoks, AB  T1S 1A1



I expect to have one to two litters per year but may not have a litter every year.  Once a questionnaire is submitted, I will acknowledge receipt.  I will also let you know if for some reason I would not consider placing a puppy with you. Please understand that my not having a puppy for you is not a negative commentary on you or your family.  It may simply mean that I have a large number of excellent and committed homes already on my list and I know that I will not have enough puppies to meet the demand in a timely manner.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Also please note that placing you on my list is NOT a guarantee that I will have a puppy for you. Breeding is, at best, an uncertain activity.  In order to provide the best possible care and attention to my pups, I have litters only when I can provide the time and effort necessary for optimal outcomes.  My girls are also performance dogs and their lives are much more than just having puppies.   I know that it can be difficult to find a puppy at times and I am happy to refer you to other good breeders. I am also fine with you being on a wait list for other breeders but should you find a puppy elsewhere, I would very much appreciate you letting me know so that I can take you out of my file.  (Please note that some breeders will not consider placing a puppy with you if you are on any other puppy lists – so you should do due diligence to discuss this with them.) 

Please be sure that you have reviewed the information on my puppy page describing my approach to puppy rearing and selection of homes.

Karen 
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